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Even thus far, therefore, the Essenes, as Christians, would
have higher motives to abstinence than simply as a sect of
Jews ; yet still against oil, merely as a mode of luxury, their
reasons were no stronger than against any luxury in any other
shape. But a Christian of that day had a far more special
restraint with regard to the familiar use of oil : not as a
luxury, but as a consecrated symbol, he regarded it with awe :
oil was to him under a perpetual interdict. The very name
Christos, the Anointed, gave in one instant an inaugurating
solemnity, a baptismal value, to the act of anointing.
Christians bearing in their very name (though then, by the
supposition, a " secret name") a record and everlasting
memorial of that chrism by which their Founder was made
the Anointed of God, thought it little consistent with reveren-
tial feelings to use that consecrated rite of anointing in the
economy of daily life. They abstained from this Grecian
practice, therefore, not, as the ignorant Josephus imagines,
from despising it, but from too much revering it. The
symbolic meaning overpowered and eclipsed its natural mean-
ing ; and they abstained from the unction of the palaestra
just as any man amongst ourselves, the least liable to supersti-
tion, would (if he had any reverential principles) recoil from
the use of sacramental vessels in a service of common house-
hold life. Would a good man, with reverential feelings
developed in his nature, be capable of taking his breakfast
from a sacramental vessel ? Quite as little could the Christians
or Essenes use ail for a purpose of luxury. *And, beside the
consecration of oil in the very name of Christ and Christian,
oil was carried in those early ages of Christianity to the beds
of dying persons.

After this explanation of our view, we shall hardly need to
go forward in proof that this sanctity of the oil and of the
anointing act has sustained itself in traditionary usages, and
propagated its symbolic meaning to a posterity far distant
from the Essenes. The most solemn of the ceremonies in
the coronation of Christian kings is a memorial of this usage
so reverentially treated by the Essenes. The affecting rite
by which a new-born stranger upon earth is introduced
within the fold of the Christian Church is but the prolonga-
tion of that ancient chrism. And so essential in earlier ages